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South Kanara District of Madras Presidency | 1925
Source: Basel Mission Archives RNo. KARVAR-31.101
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INTRODUCTION

The city of Mangaluru falls within the region of Tulunadu—a
distinct cultural landscape in south-western India along the
Konkan coast to the north and Malabar coast to the south. The
geographical boundaries of Mangaluru include the Netravati river in
the south, the Gurupura river in the north and the Arabian Sea to the west.
Through the course of time, this strip of the coastal plain stemming from the
undulating lowlands and rolling off the Western Ghats, has remained a land
apart, separated from the elevated hinterland that forms the Deccan Plateau.

The Arabian Sea ensured constant contact from seafarers of the Western
world like the Romans, Greeks and Pre-Islamic Arabs since the beginning
of the first millennia; and later on the Portuguese, French, Dutch, Germans
and the British, amongst others, who contributed towards the shaping of the
cosmopolitan port town.

Today, the heterogeneous town of Mangaluru is the administrative
headquarters of the Dakshina Kannada district and the largest urban coastal
centre of Karnataka. The city, like most other rapidly developing urban centres
today, faces similar challenges—those of population growth leading to extensive
urbanization and globalization due to increased trade—therefore, undergoing
a loss of its unique identity (tangible and intangible); and environmental
changes due to the exploitation of natural resources.

HISTORIC PROFILE

Mythological accounts and indigenous folk tales of the land of Tulunadu have
been handed down through oral means across practices such as the singing
of the Pardanas. The more popular Brahmanical narrative however states
that states that Lord Parashurama provided land to the natives along the west
coast by yielding his axe to the ground which made the seas roll back and
reveal land for man to live on (Parashurama Srishti). Anthropologists like
John Fryer of the East India Company have stated that the reference made
to the axe has references to the tools and weapons used during the Iron Age—
to clear forests descending from the Western Ghats, in order to make land

available for agrarian communities to settle on. Further, this may also indicate

the advent of Brahmanism over the coastal region.

Vijayanagara Dynasty ruled the Tulunadu
region by dividing it into two rajyas
Mangaluru and Barkuru

KELADI NAYAKAS |1600 - 1760

UPTO 14 CE 1

HISTORIC TIMELINE

Alupas were an important dynasty that ruled the territories of
Tulunadu, offering their willing submission to the various
ruling war with Mangaluru being their first capital (the
Kadambas in the 6th century).

VIJAYANAGARA PERIOD | 1336 - 1600

It was Tipu Sultan’s father Hyder Ali who took a liking to this
pquo the kingdom and de\eloped it actively, b\ insta hugne\

f ingtl
set up a military dacha d 'md =h1phulldmg amlmea

THE BRITISH [ 19 CE

The Bekal Fort built at Kasaragod is attributed to the Keladi
Nayakas. The Portuguese governed Manga a

Queen of Ullal-Rani Abbakka Chowta with rhphplp of the
Bijapur Sultan of Ahmed Nagar and the Samudiri of Calicut.

HYDER ALI | TIPU SULTAN | 18 CE

The German Protestant Basel Mission came to Mangaluru in
1834 and established educational institutions and various
industries such weaving and printing, as well as
factories along the river banks. The clayey laterite soil was

deemed perfect to manufacture the Mangalore Tile that changed

the urban skyline and the built form of the regien, while having
aubiquitous nee on pitched r DEH'lﬂd(E’IPES nationally

Around the same time, various Catholic missions, alongside
other local bod t up schools ich

dotted the expa lands app nd continued ‘o be
major revenue c'enem s well into the 21st eentury.

After the British battle ag
established the cantor next to the indigenous CBDs
(Central Business Districts). The old Mangalore fort was done
a district office was created along with other
ve offices which have remained the core of the
CBD to this day.

st Tipu in 1799 CE, they

THE BASEL MISSION | 1834

In the early 19th century, the establishment of the Basel
Mission in Mangaluru altered the town's morphology forever.
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Tulunadu, situated in the southwestern coastal region
of Karnataka, has a distinct identity resulting from
several layers of historic development and cultural
influences. Mangaluru, locally known as Kudla, is
one of the region’s ancient and prominent sea trade
centres. The region’s rich biodiversity comprises
numerous west-flowing rivers and a sensitive coast
bordered by the Western Ghats to its east, making it a
UNESCO world natural heritage site. Despite having
many external cultural influences, the region has
managed to maintain its unique cultural character,
with Tulu, one of the five major Dravidian languages,
still being the most widely spoken tongues. The local
landscape, built-form, literature, performing arts,
crafts and rituals, represent the historic saga of the
region. However, there have been many emerging
threats to both the natural and cultural heritage due to
various anthropogenic, economic and developmental
pressures. There is an urgent need to sensitize
the local people and the future generations on the
significance of conserving our rich regional heritage.

INTACH Mangaluru Chapter was established in 2016.
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